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WCU vice chancellor is awarded state’s Order of Long Leaf Pine
Clifton Metcalf, former 

vice chancellor for advance-
ment and external affairs at 
Western Carolina Univer-
sity, received on Jan. 24 the 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine 
award in recognition of his 
contributions to the state of 
North Carolina.

Former Lt. Gov. Walter 
Dalton and former N.C. 
Rep. Phil Haire presented 
Metcalf with the honor on 
behalf of former Gov. Bev 
Perdue during a campus 
celebration of Metcalf’s 
54-year career in journalism 
and higher education.

Metcalf, who retired Feb. 
1, served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, worked in the news-
paper business and spent 
more than two decades in 
leadership positions within 
the University of North 
Carolina system.

Dalton commended Met-
calf for his service to state 
and country, and noted that 
he was well-respected for 
his commitment and his 
achievements. “There is no 
better name in North Caro-
lina than the name Clifton 
Metcalf,” said Dalton.

A native of Madison 
County and resident of 
Haywood County, Metcalf 
graduated from Brevard 
High School and earned 
his bachelor’s degree from 
UNC-Chapel Hill in 1959, 
where he studied journalism 
as a Morehead Scholar. His 
30-year career in journal-
ism included serving as 
editor of The Mountaineer 
newspaper in Waynesville, 
where he began working as 

general assignment reporter 
in 1961.

He then began working 
to improve the quality of 
higher education. Within 
the UNC system, Metcalf 
served in leadership roles 
in university and legislative 
relations at UNC-CH, public 
affairs at Appalachian State 
University and public affairs 
and state government affairs 
for the UNC system’s Office 
of the President, said WCU 
Chancellor David Belcher.

As vice chancellor for 
advancement and external 
affairs at WCU for the past 
11 years, Metcalf was inte-
gral to the first successful 
comprehensive fundraising 
campaign, the early devel-
opment of WCU’s Millen-
nial Campus and Initiative, 
building relationships with 
elected officials and fos-
tering growth of WCU’s 
annual Mountain Heritage 
Day, said Belcher.

“In everything he has 
done, he has demonstrated 
his love for and commit-
ment to the people, not 
just of Western Carolina 
University but of Western 
North Carolina, the region 
this university serves and 
the region he holds closest 
to his heart,” he said.

Haire said Metcalf so 
regularly visited legislators 
on his mission to improve 
education that Haire set 
aside a chair in his office 
for Metcalf “because I knew 
he would be by and want 
something for the better-
ment of Western Carolina 
University.”

Metcalf’s family mem-
bers read letters of grati-
tude and congratulations to 
Metcalf at the celebration 
from Molly Broad, former 
president of the UNC sys-
tem and current president 
of the American Council on 
Education; former Gov. Jim 
Holshouser; and Gen. James 
Amos, current commandant 
of the U.S. Marine Corps.

“Through your lifelong 
dedication to serving oth-
ers, you truly epitomize 
the Marine Corps axiom of 
‘making Marines, winning 
battles and developing qual-
ity citizens,’ ” wrote Amos 
in the letter.

Presented to Metcalf with 
the letter from Amos was a 
flag that flew in Metcalf’s 
honor over the Iwo Jima 
Memorial on Jan. 1, the 
same day that the Order 
of the Long Leaf Pine was 
signed by Perdue. Created 
in 1965, the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine is among 
the highest honors the gov-
ernor can present to North 
Carolinians. It is designed 
to recognize individuals 
who have a proven record 
of extraordinary service 
to the state as exhibited 
by contributions to their 
communities, extra effort 
in their careers, and many 
years of service to their 
organizations.

Metcalf said he was 
touched and that although 
he was retiring from WCU, 
he was not retiring from life 
or from North Carolina.

“There will be another 
chapter,” he said.

From left, Clifton Metcalf of Western Carolina University is presented with the 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine by former Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton and former N.C. 
Rep. Phil Haire of Sylva.

Open house planned for public 
input on Regional Trails Plan

The Southwestern Com-
mission will hold an open 
house on Thursday, Feb. 
21, from 5 to 7 p.m., at the 
Jackson County Library, 
to gather comments on the 
Regional Trails Plan.

The draft Regional Trails 
Plan and maps of exist-
ing and planned trails will 
be on display at the open 
house and are also avail-
able from the Southwestern 
Commission’s website, 
www.regiona.org. In addi-
tion to the open house, pub-
lic comments will be taken 
through an online survey, 
available on the website, 
through March 1.

“There are so many op-
portunities to build new 
t r a i l s  and  g reenways 
throughout the mountains,” 
said Don Kostelec, proj-
ect manager for the Plan. 
“Balancing the needs and 
interests of hikers, moun-
tain bikers, equestrians 
and other users, along with 
finding money to imple-
ment the plan, will always 
be a challenge, but I think 
we have represented those 
interests well.”

Maps generated for each 
county through the plan-
ning effort include existing 
greenways, trails and some 
bicycle routes as well as 
ideas generated through 
the Plan effort for new and 
enhanced trails.

“Par t ic ipants  in  the 
workshops last year had 
great ideas,” said Kostelec. 
“We heard about oppor-
tunities for new paddle 
trails, desires to enhance 
economic opportunities 
for communities and busi-
nesses by promoting rec-
reational opportunities, 
and several ideas for the 
Mountains-to-Sea Trail 
and in-town greenway 
expansions.”

The Plan, funded through 
a grant from the N.C. Divi-
sion of Parks and Recre-
ation and its State Trails 
Program, includes a pre-
liminary assessment of 
options for the Mountains-
to-Sea Trail to bypass tun-
nels along the Blue Ridge 
Parkway near Cherokee. 
The Plan does not prescribe 
a future alignment for the 
Mountains-to-Sea Trail, 
rather it identifies pros and 
cons of alignment ideas 
that will be forwarded to 
the state for future consid-
erations.

“The state asked us to 
gather ideas from stake-
holders and the public on 
how to complete the trail’s 
linkages in Swain and Jack-

son Counties,” said Sarah 
Graham, regional planner 
for the Southwestern Com-
mission. “We had several 
ideas that included con-
tinuing to route the MST 
through the Smokies or 
building a connection from 
Bryson City to Sylva along 
the Tuckaseigee River, and 
other options to traverse 
natural areas such as the 

Needmore Tract.”
The Plan also includes 

input on connections to the 
Appalachian Trail, Benton 
MacKaye Trail and the 
Bartram Trail.

“Many of the ideas in 
the plan for new trails will 
require more detailed plan-
ning to implement,” said 
Graham. “This is just a 
starting point.”

By Nick Breedlove

A parcel of property in 
Jackson Plaza may get new 
life after being vacant for 
15 years.

Dr. Matt Mahar of Emma 
Properties LLC has offered 
Jackson County $157,895 

County to accept upset offers 
on former Western Sizzlin’ site

for the parcel that formerly 
housed Western Sizzlin’ 
Steakhouse and intends to 
construct a medical office 
for his practice there, county 
Manager Chuck Wooten said 
Tuesday (Feb. 12).

The 1.475-acre parcel has 
a tax value of $169,780.

Mahar submitted a lower 
offer – $150,000 – on Jan. 
7; county officials in closed 
session countered with 
$157,895. The current offer, 
less a 5-percent real estate 
commission, would net the 
county $150,000.

Jackson County purchased 
the site in 2004 for a total of 
$210,000 – $100,000 to the 
Grindstaff family for the 
property and $110,000 to 
pay off the lease-holder, Don 
Martell – with plans to build 
a library there. Commission-
ers scrapped that plan several 
years later and constructed 
the new county library on 
Courthouse Hill.

The upset bid period will 
begin today (Thursday), and 
end at the close of business 
on Monday, Feb. 25, since 
the required 10-day period 
ends on Saturday, Feb. 23, 
Wooten said.

A minimum upset bid of 
$164,833.75 would be re-
quired, Wooten said.

“The county will continue 
to assess other county-owned 
properties to determine those 
best suited for commercial 
activities and will attempt 
to sell those properties as 
opportunities present them-
selves,” Wooten said.

Farmer family 
benefit to be 
at Black Mtn.

Black Mountain Baptist 
Church will host a ben-
efit for the family of J.B. 
Farmer, who passed away 
Saturday. The benefit will 
begin at 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Feb. 17.

Participating singers will 
include several local groups 
and church choirs. During 
the event, soup, sandwiches, 
desserts and drinks will be 
available in the fellowship 
hall for a donation. 

All proceeds will go to-
wards the family’s medical 
expenses.

Singing set at 
Hyatts Chapel

Hyatts Chapel Baptist 
Church will hold a special 
singing on Saturday, Feb. 
16, at 7 p.m. The event will 
feature members of the 
Smoky Mountain Boys in a 
reunion concert.

PEST CONTROL

thebugladyofwnc@gmail.com
thebugladyofwnc.com

828-243-9318

The Bug Lady of WNC

Call Karen - 

Spay or Neuter!
You’ll both be happier!

OUR NEXT CLINIC

Monday, March 11

Sign up and pay in advance Saturdays, 1-3, at
the ARF location on Railroad Avenue in Sylva... 

Questions? Call 877-ARF-JCNC
or email: adopt@a-r-f.org
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Call 586-8950
SMOKY MOUNTAIN FOOT CLINIC, PA

Since 1991

www.smokymountainfootclinic.com

32 Asheville Hwy., Sylva, NC

DRS. BANKS, DELBENE, PRZYNOSCH
LAWRENCE AND DAVIS1 column x 3 inch ad t

2 column x 4 inch ad t

William Smith Auto SAleS, llc
             4475 Hwy. 441S, Sylva             

508-3905
269-6769

2012 GMC Acadia - White 
awd, loaded, pearl white leather, back-up 
camera, dvd entertainment center, 50k miles

2011 Toyota Camry le 
Metallic Green, power locks & windows, 

all new tires, 45,000 miles

2004 Nissan - Black 
4wd titan v8, excellent paint, 

clean!  115,000 miles

$30,500 $12,900 $15,900

3 column x 2 inch ad t

at  Lewis Carpets in Sylva

510 Asheville Hwy, Sylva

Lewis Carpets
828-586-8556

Patti Whitworth, Mgr.
“The Paint Lady”

Mick Lewis, Owner

828-586-8511
Lewis Paint & Decorating

LEWIS PAINT & DECORATING

NOW OPEN

2 column x 2.5 inch ad t
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D u k e  E n e r g y  h a s 
opened Locust Creek ac-
cess area, located on Old 
Cullowhee Road between 
Sylva and Cullowhee at 
mile 37.4 of the Tuckas-
eigee River.

The new access area, 
which is free to the public, 
is near the north intersection 
of N.C. 107 and Old Cullo-
whee Road (S.R. 1002) and 
includes a boat ramp suit-
able for launching canoes, 
kayaks and small drift boats. 
Parking can accommodate 
vehicles and trailers. A vault 
toilet rest room facility will 
be added to the site later 
this year.

Jackson County will 
maintain the area under a 
long-term lease arrange-
ment with Duke Energy.

The power company has 
also completed all the ma-
jor work at its Barkers 
Creek access area, which 
is located on U.S. 74/441 
at river mile 26.8. That area 
also includes a boat ramp 
suitable for launching ca-
noes, kayaks and small drift 
boats. In addition, Duke 
incorporated vegetated rain 
gardens into the site, which 
filter storm water runoff 
before it enters the river to 
help maintain water quality. 
It also has parking that can 

Duke opens additional river access site at Locust Creek
accommodate vehicles and 
trailers.

The access area at Bark-
ers Creek will be maintained 
by the N.C. Wildlife Re-
sources Commission.

Both access areas along 
the Tuckaseigee River offer 
handicap-accessible park-
ing as well as sidewalks, 
information kiosks and 
signage.

“These upgrades were 
performed with quality, 
sustainability and long-
term maintenance con-
siderations in mind,” said 
John Crutchfield, Duke’s 
director of public safety 
and recreation strategy 
planning services for Duke 
Energy. “These are two of 
the four Tuckaseigee River 
access areas placed in ser-
vice since 2011. This work 
supports our commitment 
to providing community 
improvements in exchange 
for use of the water that al-
lows us to provide reliable, 
affordable energy to our 
customers.”

For more information, 
call 800-829-5253 or check 
the Nantahala Area Lakes 
and Rivers Flow Arrival 
and Recession Times at 
www.duke-energy.com/
lakes/nantahala/nan-down-
stream-flow-releases.asp.

Duke Energy last week opened this public river access 
area on Old Cullowhee Road near Locust Creek. It is 
the fourth the power company has constructed along 

Boat access area upgrades completed
Improvements to Bear 

Creek Lake boating ac-
cess area are complete, 
and the area is open to the 
public.

All the renovations were 
performed by and will be 
maintained by the N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Com-
mission.

The refurbished site fea-
tures two 14-foot-wide, 90-
foot-long ramps. The bottom 
elevation of the ramps is 88 
feet, so boaters can launch 
when the lake is lower in the 
winter. A new floating dock 
with handicapped boarding 
assist handrails was also 
installed.

“We value the coop-
erative partnership that 

exists between Duke En-
ergy and the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission to 
provide quality recreation 
facilities for the boating 

public,” said John Crutch-
field, Duke’s director of 
public safety and recre-
ation strategy planning 
services. “Duke has plans 

the Tuckaseigee River since 2011; the others are at 
Dillsboro, Barkers Creek and Whittier. – Herald photo 
by Nick Breedlove

to pave the parking area, 
install a vault toilet and 
build an accessible fishing 
pier in the next two to three 
years.”

Dennison joins staff at WCU’s SBTDC 
Tommy Dennison has 

joined the staff of the 
Small Business and Tech-
nology Development Cen-
ter in Western Carolina 
University’s College of 
Business.

As a business counselor 
at the SBTDC, Dennison 
will train and provide sup-
port for owners of small 
and midsized businesses, 
concentrating on the seven 
westernmost counties of 

North Carolina.
Dennison has worked 

with owners of small busi-
nesses for more than five 
years, and most recently 
served as director of industry 
training and director of the 
Small Business Center at 
Southwestern Community 
College.

He also has experience in 
financing as a former branch 
manager for SunTrust Bank 
and loan officer for the State 

Employees Credit Union.
Dennison received a bach-

elor’s degree in business 
administration at WCU in 
2000 and has plans to enter 
the university’s master’s 
degree program in business 
administration.

The SBTDC is a statewide 
program of the University of 
North Carolina system and 
is operated in partnership 
with the U.S. Small Business 
Administration.
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454 E. MAIN STREET, SUITE 2
“Next door to NC Tag Office”
SYLVA, NC 28779
828-586-2292

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

No Insurance?
NO PROBLEM!

Always AT THE CORNER OF

Service & Savings!

KEL SAVE
DRUGS

Call today for a 
price quote...

Check our low prices 
on your next prescription!

38 E. MAIN ST., SYLVA, NC 

No individual raindrop 
considers itself 

responsible for the flood" 
-- unknown

Do your part - help stop the 
flood of unwanted pets that 

are euthanized in this county...
SPAY and NEUTER

TTOO YYOOUURR HHEEAALLTTHH
Professional Health Services In Our Area

Family Practice

BOARD CERTIFIED

RADIATION

ONCOLOGIST

David S. Thomas, MD

14 Medical Park Loop, Sylva - 828-586-7610

Highly skilled, professional
and compassionate staff
providing quality cancer

care with modern 
radiation techniques

Radiation Oncology

Providing Pulmonary and 
Sleep Medicine Services in  

• SYLVA
• FRANKLIN

• BRYSON CITY

(828) 586-7994
www.westerncarolinapulmonary.com

Angela 
Connaughton, MD Beth Bailey, MD Jodie Wade, FNP

Pulmonary Care

Brandy E. Hicks, OD

400 E. Main St., Sylva
visit us @ www.mountainvieweyecare.net

Comprehensive family eyecare including a
large selection of quality designer & economical eyewear.

Let us improve your view!

Accepting new patients

Call today for an appointment.

586-8080

Brandy E. Hicks, OD

“Lift up your eyes on high...” Isaiah 40:26

Internal Medicine

Long & Short-Term Therapy: 586-8935

Skyland Care Center
PROVIDING ALL OF

YOUR THERAPY NEEDS

PHYSICAL • OCCUPATIONAL • SPEECH

WWW.SKYLANDCARECENTERNC.COM

“Above the Rest”

Eye Care

Women’s Health

MOUNTAIN REGIONAL
GYNECOLOGY

James C. Smallwood
MD FACOG

98 Doctors Drive, Sylva, NC 
828-631-8913

Dr. Smallwood has
been caring for pa-
tients in our commu-
nities for years, and
has now reopened
his practice at the
Harris-Medical Park
in Sylva, NC

Welcome Back
to the family

Skilled Nursing and Rehab Care

Sylva (In Walmart Plaza)

TELL US WHAT HURTS:
We’re pleased to provide the region
with a faster, less costly alternative to
an emergency department visit,
caring for illesses like sore throats and
upset stomachs, or injuries like
sprains and cuts. MedWest Urgent
Care Center in Sylva is staffed with
caring physicians, nurses and techs to
take care of what hurts. We can even
help you become established with a
primary care physician for follow-up. 

FOR NON-LIFE-THREATENING INJURIES
AND ILLNESSES, VISIT URGENT CARE

8 am to 6:30 PM • 7 DAYS
828-631-9462

excellence. our passion.
www.medwesthealth.org

Urgent Care
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Business Spotlight
Half-page; twice monthly, three month runs with 
a business spotlighted in the center each week 

in color. Limited to six advertisers each run. 

To Your Health
Health-related ads surrounding 
WestCare Health System’s ads. 
This page compliments the twice 

monthly Health News in our  
community section.

Mini ad s
5-inch ad each week for 13 
weeks. No changes. Full pay-
ment in advance of $510. 
This is 28% discount.

Special Sections
The Sylva Herald also publishes several 

seasonal publications with great opportu-
nities to attract new customers. These in-

clude: Greening Up the Mountains Special 
Section, Football Pages, Mountain Heri-

tage Day and Seasonal Holiday sections.


